2027 Community Building - Eligibility Quiz and Grant Program Questions

Eligibility Quiz

General Support 
Your organization must:
· Be located in Maine, defined as your organization has a Maine address
· Primarily serve one county, defined as: 
· more than half of the people served by your organization are located in the county, and/or 
· more than half of the activities offered by your organization are located in the county
· Be community-based and community-driven, defined as the people impacted are involved in designing, delivering, and/or evaluating your organization’s work
· [bookmark: _Int_8fyYUeBO]Have most recent completed fiscal year or financial year expenses BELOW $750,000
· [bookmark: _Int_dgxItC5Q]NOT a municipality, government agency, public school, or faith-based organization (These organizations may be eligible for project grants only.)
Project Support
Your project must:
· Be located in Maine, defined as your organization has a Maine address
· Primarily serve one county, defined as: 
· more than half of the people served by your project are located in the county, and/or 
· more than half of the activities offered by your project are located in the county
· Be community-based and community-driven, defined as the people impacted are involved in designing, delivering, and/or evaluating your project
· Be new, within the first two years, and NOT an expansion of an existing program or service to a different geographic area or population
· NOT include expenses that occur before June 1 (no retroactive funding), general operating expenses, endowments, annual appeals, capital campaigns, scholarships, camperships, or regranting
Grant Program Questions

When completing the questions below, please make sure your responses address the grant program criteria.

	Community Building - Maine Community Foundation



Primary County Served defined as more than half of the people served and/or activities offered by your organization/project are located in the county (select one): select from provided list

Type of Funding Requested: 	
· One-Year General Support
· One-Year Project Support

Amount Requested:


GENERAL SUPPORT

For the one-sentence proposal description below, describe your organization's primary work by including your organization's mission/purpose statement OR completing the following sentence in 25 words or less: We request support...

Note: This sentence is used in our donor portal and should be written for those unfamiliar with your organization. Do not mention “general support,” rather focus on the work that would be supported, starting with the word "to." For example, “to engage community members as literacy volunteers and provide literacy programs to those needing assistance including recent immigrants and refugees” or “to provide nutritious food, supplies, and clothes to onsite pantries at schools to address food and financial insecurity.” 

1. One-sentence proposal description (25 words)
2. Why does your organization need flexible, unrestricted funding right now? (250 words)
3. How does your organization’s mission/purpose address the grant program criteria? (250 words)
4. How does your organization know if it is achieving your mission/purpose? How do you track results? (250 words)
5. Describe the local/regional OR statewide impact of your organization’s work/programs. (250 words) 
6. We involve the people we serve in (select all that apply): 
· Design
· Delivery
· Evaluation
7. How does your organization involve the people you serve in the work you do? Please expand on your selections above and include specific examples. (250 words) 

PROJECT SUPPORT 

For the one-sentence proposal description below, describe your proposed project by completing the following sentence in 25 words or less: We request support...

Note: This sentence is used in our donor portal and should be written for those unfamiliar with the project and your organization. It works best when it is short and simple. Avoid using acronyms and jargon. Clearly and briefly describe the project, starting with the word "to." For example, “to engage high school students in home weatherization projects for local low-income families."

1. One-sentence proposal description (25 words) 
2. What is your project’s overall goal? What are you trying to achieve? How does your project address the grant program criteria? Expand on your one-sentence description to give us the big picture. (500 words)
3. List up to 4 specific activities or things your organization will do to achieve the goal you described above. (250 words)
4. How will your organization know if the project is successful? How will you track results? (250 words) 
5. Project interest areas (select up to three) – select from provided list
6. Approximately how many people will your project directly serve or benefit? For example, if you are providing a program for children, the children directly benefit while the parents and families indirectly benefit. (numerical)
7. Population or people your project will directly serve (select up to three) – select from provided list
8. Optional Explanation: Describe the people or community directly served by your project (may include age, gender, or any other important information). (150 words) 
9. Are you partnering with any other organization for this project? If so, include a brief description of the role of each partner organization. (250 words)
Note: A letter from partner organization(s) is REQUIRED if the project cannot be completed without the partner’s participation.
10. We involve the people we serve in (select all that apply): 
· Design
· Delivery
· Evaluation
11. How does your organization involve the people it serves in your project? Please expand on your selections above and provide specific examples. (250 words)
12. Explain how this project is new, within its first two years, and separate from your organization’s general operations. Include when the project started or will start. If this is a capital request, explain why it is a one-time expense. (250 words)
