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About Maine Community Foundation

Founded in 1983, the Maine Community Foundation brings people and 
resources together to build a better Maine.

Values
Integrity: We earn trust by being honest and open in everything that we do.
Respect: We treat everyone with dignity and civility.
Stewardship: We manage the resources entrusted to us responsibly.
Equity: We promote just and fair access to opportunities for all people.
Collaboration: We work with others to achieve common goals.

To learn more about the foundation, visit mainecf.org.



Background on Land for 
Communities Program 
• Maine Land Protection and 

Conservation for All 

• Strategic focus on climate and 
equity

• Conservation Field Scan and 
Funder Landscape

• Community advisory committeePhoto: Rise and Shine, C4A Grantee



BUILT FOR THE BIG STUFF

Land for Communities 
Overview

• Project support 
• Must meet criteria and eligibility
• Max award: $50,000
• Open twice per year: 
o Application due dates Sept 15, 

2025 and March 16, 2026

Photo: Kittery Land Trust

Photo: Twin Villages Food Bank Farm



Land for Communities Criteria

1. Project located in Maine
2. Expand access for an underserved 

geography or population
3. Engage the people served in the design, 

delivery, evaluation, and/or leadership of 
the work.

4. Focus on land for community use, 
specifically one or both of the following:
• Land return
• Land for food

Photo Above: Land in Common; Photo below: Town of Stonington



Land for Communities Criteria

• Land return= Land back to Wabanaki 
Nations or Wabanaki-led organizations, 
restoring Wabanaki stewardship of lands 
and waters

• Land for food= Hunting, fishing, wild 
harvesting, working farms, community 
agriculture, working waterfront, 
community fisheries

Photo Above: Land in Common; Photo below: Town of Stonington



Award Size

• Up to $50,000 towards land 
acquisition projects (costs may include 
purchase price, closing costs, legal support, survey, 
appraisal or value assessments, lease agreements, 
stewardship funds)

• Up to $25,000 towards other land-
based projects (costs may include, but are not 
limited to, infrastructure, convenings, technical 
support programs, stewardship needs, staff time)

Photo: Merrymeeting Park



Timeline

• More responsive: Fall and Spring 
opportunities each year 

1st deadline September 15, 2025
Notification by December 15

2nd deadline March 16, 2026
Notification by June 15

• Repeating each year  

Photo: Somali Bantu Community Association



Significant program change

If your project does not meet the 
Land for Communities criteria:

oWhen staff hear of projects that 
either don’t meet the guidelines for 
any competitive grant programs or 
the request is time sensitive, we 
share this information with donors 
who may be interested. Please 
reach out to staff to share about 
your work!
oMaineCF Community Building 
program



How are Grant Decisions Made? 

• Screened for eligibility – grant 
guidelines and criteria
oReach out to staff before applying for 

support on your application

• Land for Communities Advisors read 
applications
o Interested in being a community 

advisor? Reach out to staff! 

• Collaborative grant decision meeting 
Photo: Town of Stonington



Application Questions – MaineCF Common App 

1. What is the project’s overall goal? What are you trying to achieve? How does your project 

address the grant program criteria?

2. List up to 4 specific activities or things your organization will do to achieve the goal you 

described above.

3. How will your organization know if your project is successful? How will you track results?

4. Describe the people or community directly served by your project. How does your organization 

involve the people you serve in the project? 

5. Are you partnering with any other organization for this project? 



Application Questions – Land for Communities
• Select the focus area most closely aligned with your project:

• Land Return
• Land for food – select which focus area best applies

• Hunting or Fishing
• Wild food cultivation and/or harvesting
• Farmland protection/access
• Community agriculture
• Community fisheries/working waterfront

If a land acquisition project:

• Estimated total number of acres to be purchased or stewarded

• Map of the property



Application Attachments

• All Applicants: 
• List of Board members names

• Land acquisition
• Map of the parcel

• Attached Letter only if:
• Working with a school, tribal government, municipality 
• Partner org - if the project cannot be completed without the 

partner’s participation
• Using a Fiscal Sponsor 



What MaineCF Can Not fund 

• For-profit businesses
• Expenses that already happened 
• Regranting to a secondary grantee through a competitive 

process
• Political campaigns
• Lobbying in the form of calls to action on a specific vote
• Religious activities, including, but not limited to, religious 

services, promotion of religious beliefs, or activities that are 
restricted to church or religious group membership.



Land for Communities Grant Program 

Date Activity

September 15, March 16 Application Due Date

October, April Grant staff review

Oct-Nov, April-May Proposal review by 
advisors and donors

November, May Grant decision meeting

November, May Process decisions

December, June Decisions e-mailed



Online Access



Online Access



Online Application System



Online Application System



BUILT FOR THE BIG STUFF

Thank you for joining us today

QUESTIONS?

Stephanie Cesario
Caitlyn Barker

Community PartnersPhoto: Portland Parks Conservancy Riverton Park, C4A Grantee


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: About Maine Community Foundation
	Slide 3: Background on Land for Communities Program 
	Slide 4: Land for Communities Overview
	Slide 5: Land for Communities Criteria
	Slide 6: Land for Communities Criteria
	Slide 7: Award Size
	Slide 8: Timeline
	Slide 9: Significant program change
	Slide 10: How are Grant Decisions Made? 
	Slide 11: Application Questions – MaineCF Common App 
	Slide 12: Application Questions – Land for Communities
	Slide 13: Application Attachments
	Slide 14: What MaineCF Can Not fund 
	Slide 15: Land for Communities Grant Program 
	Slide 16: Online Access
	Slide 17: Online Access
	Slide 18: Online Application System 
	Slide 19: Online Application System
	Slide 20: Thank you for joining us today  QUESTIONS?   Stephanie Cesario Caitlyn Barker  Community Partners    

