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legacies for maine

Enhancing Literacy, Honoring

Diane Schetky uses her skills and philanthropy

a Father

A s a psychiatrist who has worked
in Maine’s prisons, Diane
Schetky knows that illiteracy is more
than just embarrassing. It can ruin
lives.

So when her father, a publisher and great
supporter of libraries, died a few years
ago, Schetky sought to honor him in a
way he would appreciate: through a fund
for literacy at the Maine Community
Foundation. In 2003, with the help of
family and her father’s friends, she creat-
ed the Andrew Heiskell Memorial
Literacy Fund. Thus far, this fund has
focused on Knox County where she now
lives. It was a natural endeavor, Schetky
says, linking her own passion for books,
poetry and writing to her father’s lifelong
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to make a difference.
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Inspired by her father, Diane Schetky has established a legacy of literacy through the Maine
Community Foundation.

love of the written word. The fund also
happens to serve some of the deepest
needs of Maine.

Schetky’s father was largely an autodi-
dact, a man who enrolled at Harvard
Business School—then left because he
hated it. He read voraciously, talked
charmingly, at 30 became publisher of
Life Magazine then rose to become chair-
man of Time, Inc. He also devoted years
to New York City civic efforts, helping
to found the Urban Coalition and
Common Cause, and serving as chair-
man of the board of the Enterprise
Foundation working with the homeless
and improving housing. His commitment

to education was apparent in his long
tenure as a trustee at Harvard.

“My father took such joy from his
work with various philanthropies,” says
Schetky, “especially after he retired.” At
that point, the New York Public Library—
the venerable reference collection where
generations of scholars, students, writers
and artists came to research topics both
arcane and current—was in desperate
decay. Heiskell undertook a massive
fundraising campaign, restoring the
library to the great institution it had once
been while chairing the board of trustees
for 10 years.
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